Complement system studies in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE)
Complement system involvement has been studied in 16 patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). Circulating conversion products of C3 were observed in 4 cases. Low mean values of C4 and C3 were found, while C3 proactivator (properdin factor B) levels were low in only a few of the patients. The levels of C4, C3 and C3 proactivator were not lower in the 4 patients in whom C3 conversion products could be demonstrated than in the others. It is concluded that the low complement values found in SLE may be caused mainly by deficient synthesis. Signs of complement activation are in this patient material demonstrated early in the disease, and chiefly in patients not receiving immunosuppressive therapy.